RULES FOR COUNTING WORDS
The following guidelines are for computing the word count for candidate statements.  The title, occupation and age are not included in the word count, only the text of the statement is counted.  The Office of the Registrar of Voters will make final determination of the word count.  


Word(s)
Punctuation
Free

Dictionary words
One

"I", "the", "and", etc. are counted as individual words.

Abbreviations/Acronyms
One

Examples: 
SJSU, PTA, U.S.M.C., S.J.P.D.

Geographical name……
One
 
Examples:
San Jose - 1 word 



County of Santa Clara - 1 word




Willow Glen - 2 words

Numbers/Numerical Combinations/E-Mail Addresses:


Digits (1, 10, or 100, etc.)
One

Spelled out (one, ten, or one hundred)
One for each word


50%, 1/2, etc.
One

Internet/E-mail addresses (www.sccvote.org/johndoe@vote.com)………...……One

Number or letter used to identify a portion of text
One

Examples: 
(1), (a) will be counted as one word


Dates:



All digits (01/01/12)
One


Words and digits (January 1, 2012)
Two

Characters used in place of word or number (& or #)
One
Hyphenated words that appear in any generally available dictionary, printed in the United States within the past 10 years, shall be considered as one word.  Each part of all other hyphenated words shall be counted as separate words.


Example:  
mother-in-law = 1 word



one-half = 2 words
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